“(Neville Tranter) ist der grosse Manipulator, in einer Welt, die ein Puppentheater ist…”

{ N.T. is the great manipulator, in a world that is like a marionette theatre…}

Süddeutsche Zeitung

When a father becomes stranded with his sick daughter at a camping, their hope of finding help turns into a nightmare, as the invisible inhabitants of the camping take over: an old vampire, whose eye has fallen on the sick girl, and his teenage vampire son with his guardian angel. The greedy and malicious owner of the camping and his old guilt-ridden helper only make the situation worse.

VAMPYR is a fairy tale, spiced with horror & comedy. Its Scandinavian setting pays homage to Hans Christian Andersen. At first glance it tells about fathers, their sons and a daughter. Or do they stand for all human relationships and for all things that, one day, must come to an end? And yet there are new beginnings.

And one day it will feel just as real or unreal as a fairy tale.

About Vampyr

Schicklgruber was based on historical events. In Vampyr,  however, Neville  Tranter turns away from history to create a world of fantasy, that is both strange and curiously recognizable. He lets his fascination for myths and fairy tales be a source of inspiration.

 The distance from reality that is created by the use of puppets and by the genre of the fairy tale may help to bring to life very recognizable experiences and feelings.

In Vampyr, as in all of Neville’s theatrical work, we experience the tragic limitations of our life. Personages, that struggle with their origins, with circumstances and surroundings and with the inevitable passing of time. 

In Vampyr you will meet a variety of characters.

Jenssen (age 40 years)

Camping owner. Intimidating character, wearing gaudy leisure clothing.

His dream is to get rich, however it does not seem very likely that he will ever achieve his goal.

Abandoned by his father, neglected by his mother, growing up in poverty. This made him into a very egocentrical and hard-hearted character.

The camping is an absolute failure. Only the horror parties draw some clients.

He takes his frustrations out on his only employee.

Kierkegaard (age 66 yrs) 

He once was a police officer. 

His twisted attitude and behaviour towards women has brought him in prison.

Despite minimal pay and harsh treatment, he  sticks to his job on the camping, because he has got nowhere else to go. But there is yet another reason for him to stay.

Romero (age 316 years) 

Son of Count Olav. This gawky, adolescent boy has a caretaker in the person of Gabriel. He is a lonely boy. He feels there is something missing in his life, although he does not know what. 

But he has found a companion since he met the girl.

Inger (age 17 yrs)

She may be ill and vulnerable, but she has a fighting spirit. She takes life in her own hands, as soon as she gets the chance. Even if this means, not being so innocent and girlish any longer.

Count Olav  (age 373 yrs)

The majestic Vampire. Oh, the glorious good old days! Why should they come to an end?! 

It is not right that he ended up in this miserable forest, with hardly any virgins around.

Just ask him about his glorious deeds. Just mention the six generals. 

He loves his son, but Romero is young and should respect the needs of his father.

Torvald (age 58 yrs)

Inger’s father. Caring but he is irresolute and doesn’t get his priorities right. Meaning well, he often makes matters worse. 

His daughter is in a worrying state, his car broke down, even the dog ran way!

Odin (ageless)

Beloved dog. Did not mean to run away. He just wanted to play and got lost. The dog didn’t know that running off in these forests around Trönse, can result in death.

Gabriel (age ?)

Romero’s guardian angel.

His soft-heartedness made him unfit to fight evil. 

Therefore he is condemned to serve the non-humans, the nosferatu. His brains falter in trying to follow his masters twists of thought.

He hopes, one day, to be allowed back into the ranks of the angels. 

But before that ever happens, he has many more cycles to live through.

And furthermore:

A rat and a dead bird.

From the press:

Volkskrant 20-02-06

“The vampire father, Olav, is the most beautiful of the puppets: very large and with glittering eyes”

“many fine parallels with real life and all its complications. And with such a young main character (Romero), a happy end MUST come”.

Trouw 21-02-06

“The girl-puppet (Inger), .. beats many experienced Ophelia-actrices”

NRC 21-02-06

“The vampire-son is the most moving, with his gawky limbs  and desperate eyes  … a lonely boy that finds a companion in the girl”

Vrij Nederland 25-02006

“The victim in Vampyr is the virgin girl, an unpleasant and sickly creature”

“In the midst of these frayed creatures, Neville Tranter is a powerfull appearance … and yet ..”

